Aprender Tucson

Southside Community School

2701 South Campbell Avenue

Tucson, AZ 85713

Board Meeting Minutes

Held Monday, June 20, 2022 at 10:00am
Board Members Present:
Christine Curtis, Board President – video conference

David Gill, Board Member – in person

Melissa Costa, Board Member – in person

Eleonor Francis, Board Member – video conference

James Christopher, Board Member – telephonic, joined the meeting at 10:17am

Absent:
None

Others Present:
Molly Gannon, Principal – in person

Mikayla Hoffmann, Finance Manager – video conference

1. Call to Order. The meeting was called to order by Ms. Curtis at 10:10 a.m.

2. Discussion and Approval of FY2023 Proposed Budget

Mrs. Hoffmann distributed digital copies of the budget to all present and projected the budget to offer a visual during her summary presentation, first asking whether there were any questions.

Discussion:
Ms. Francis asked why the subtotal decrease in year over year funding did not appear to correspond to the individual percentages of change for each expense category. Mrs. Costa observed that the subtotal percentage reflected the difference of the total funding from the previous year compared to the total funding from the current year, as seen when comparing horizontal subtotals across columns rather than the total of decrease vertically down a single column. Ms. Francis asked whether the number of certified vs. appropriately qualified non-certified teachers impacted annual funding. Ms. Gannon confirmed that it did not. Mrs. Costa requested clarification on the increased proportion of benefits to salaries compared with the prior year levels. Hoffmann explained this was due in part to staff turnover of more experienced teachers and fewer teaching positions overall.

Hearing no more questions, Mrs. Hoffmann commented that the finalized grant amounts would be released in the fall, causing some moderate changes in the budget later in the year. Also, the Classroom Site Fund is an estimate based on current funding, however actual numbers have not yet been announced. Significant changes in funding include another significant decrease in SEI state funds, and less equalization funding due to current lower enrollment estimates.

Ms. Francis moved to approve the FY2023 Proposed Budget. Mr. Gill seconded. 

In favor: Christine Curtis, David Gill, Melissa Costa, Eleonor Francis, James Christopher

Opposed: None
3. Call to the Audience

None.
4. Motion to Adjourn at 10:27 a.m.

Ms. Francis moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:27 a.m. Mr. Christopher seconded.

In favor: Christine Curtis, David Gill, Melissa Costa, Eleonor Francis, James Christopher

Opposed: None
