Aprender Tucson

Southside Community School

2701 South Campbell Avenue

Tucson, AZ 85713

Board Meeting Minutes

Held Friday, September 16, 2022 at 11:00am
Board Members Present:
Christine Curtis, Board President – video conference

David Gill, Board Member – in person

Melissa Costa, Board Member – video conference

Eleonor Francis, Board Member – video conference

James Christopher, Board Member – video conference

Absent:
None

Others Present:
Molly Gannon, Principal – in person

1. Call to Order. The meeting was called to order by Ms. Curtis at 11:09 a.m.

2. Approve proposed Parent Classroom Visitation Policy

Ms. Gannon informed attendees that new legislation required a board approved Parent Classroom Visitation Policy. The proposed policy was obtained from legal council.

Ms. Francis recommended adding verbiage to prohibit video or audio recordings. Ms. Curtis suggested photography be included as well due to confidentiality concerns. A phrase was added to the proposed policy to prohibit these items due to confidentiality.

Ms. Francis agreed it would be important for visitors to refrain from helping students with their work, and Ms. Curtis commented that the 24 hour notice requirement could be waived on a case by case basis. Miss Gannon called attention to areas of the policy that already addressed these two items.  

Motion:
Ms. Francis moved to approve the proposed Parent Classroom Visitation Policy including the added language. Mr. Christopher seconded the motion. 

Discussion:
None.

In favor: Christine Curtis, David Gill, Melissa Costa, Eleonor Francis, James Christopher

Opposed: None
3. Approve adjustments to masking policy


Miss Gannon read the new policy to attendees.


Ms. Curtis inquired whether masks were currently required, to which Gannon responded they 
were not due to consistent low rates of infection. Curtis asked approximately how many staff 
and students currently opted to wear masks, and Gannon responded about a quarter. 


Ms. Francis commented that the CDC recommendation was still masking for ten days following 
exposure.


Referencing a part of the policy, Curtis asked why students with mild symptoms who returned a 
negative COVID test at the school could be returned to class rather than sent home. Gannon 
answered that frequently mild symptoms were indicative of seasonal allergies rather than viral 
infection, however students with positive tests would be sent home.


Motion:

Ms. Francis moved to approve the adjustments to masking policy. Mr. Gil seconded the motion. 

Discussion:


None.


In favor: Christine Curtis, David Gill, Melissa Costa, Eleonor Francis, James Christopher


Opposed: None
4. Call to the Audience

Ms. Francis observed that board members were now required to have fingerprint clearance cards. Mr. Christopher confirmed his had recently been renewed.

Christopher asked for an update on school financials. Miss Gannnon shared that funding for the current year was low due to a moderate decrease in enrollment. 

Christopher asked whether the lowered state certification requirements for teachers had affected local recruitment efforts. Gannon stated there was no significant impact since charter schools had not previously been bound by teacher certification requirements, and in any case, this year there were an abundance of interested applicants and several strong hires. 

Christopher asked about average teacher retention. Gannon responded it was generally high.

Francis asked for an update on the new requirement for a daily morning moment of silence, and Gannon confirmed it had not yet been implemented, however would begin shortly.

5. Meeting Adjourned.

Ms. Francis moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:49. Mr. Christopher seconded.

Discussion: 

None.

In favor: Christine Curtis, David Gill, Melissa Costa, Eleonor Francis, James Christopher

Opposed: None
