Aprender Tucson

Southside Community School

2701 South Campbell Avenue

Tucson, AZ 85713

Board Meeting Minutes

Held Friday, March 7, 2025 at 11:00am
Board Members Present:
Melissa Costa, Board Member – video conference
David Gill, Board Member – in person
James Christopher, Board Member – video conference
Christine Curtis, Board President – video conference
Eleonor Francis, Board Member – video conference
Absent:
None
Others Present:
Brian Johnson, Principal – in person

1. Call to Order. The meeting was called to order by Ms. Curtis at 11:04p.m.

2. Discussion and Approval of ASBCS Instructional Days Amendment submission following temporary school closure
Mrs. Costa introduced the agenda item and provided context related to the security incident involving a firearm that occurred on February 24th that necessitated the temporary calendar change, including school response during and after the event. The amendment constitutes a temporary calendar change, reducing the total number of instructional days from 175 to 174 for FY2025 only.
Discussion: 

Mr. Christopher suggested more consistent monitoring and backpack searches as a helpful preventative measure. Mrs. Costa acknowledged the utility of such measures and added that additional considerations such as more efficient and nuanced alert protocol and transparent backpacks had already been implemented or were being discussed. Christopher inquired about the status of the student who was involved, to which Mr. Johnson confirmed appropriate disciplinary measures had been taken in accordance with board approved policies and procedures. Ms. Curtis asked what the impact of the calendar change would be. Costa clarified that the total annual instructional hours offered by the school would continue to exceed minimum requirements, and no additional instructional days would be added to accommodate the closure. The school would resume operating under the formerly approved 175 day instructional calendar beginning the next school year.
Motion:
Mr. Christopher moved to approve the ASBCS Instructional Days Amendment submission. Mr. Gill seconded the motion. 

In favor: Ms. Costa, Mr. Gill, Mr. Christopher, Ms. Curtis, Ms. Francis
Opposed: None

3. Call to the Audience

Mr. Christopher requested an update on general school operations and outcomes. Mr. Johnson shared that although several staff and students have suffered from flu symptoms in recent months, Covid has not been a problem this year. Mrs. Costa shared that documented incidents of student discipline had dropped dramatically year over year and quarter to quarter, and that rates of chronic absenteeism were following a similar trend, dropping by more than 50% from quarter 1 to quarter 2 this school year among all student subgroups. Johnson commented that these improvements were due not only to parent outreach efforts by the administration, but also to the extraordinary efforts of teachers.
4. Meeting Adjourned.

Mr. Christopher moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:23a.m. Mr. Gill seconded the motion.

In favor: Ms. Costa, Mr. Gill, Mr. Christopher, Ms. Curtis, Ms. Francis

Opposed: None
